
WINDOWS SYMBOLISM 
 

 

The 13 - (4 by 28 ft.) windows at the South Wall of the apse provide a striking contrast to the otherwise 

stark interior of the sanctuary. Their size, use of bold colors, clear labeling of the subjects represented, 

and the blue and red ribbon which ties each of the six subordinate windows together ending with the 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ŘǊŀǿǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ά.ȅ ƎǊace are you 

ǎŀǾŜŘέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ.  

 

From top to bottom, each window heralds its subjects with a name and a figure, below which appears 

an incident central to that person's life or writing; and the final or lower panel offers a scene that is 

central to that person's message.  Both middle and the lower panels, in most instances, include a Bible 

verse. 

 

A description of the windows, from left to right, facing the apse follows: 
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MOSES 
Moses appears with the rock tablets on a bare rock pedestal, from 
which lightning streaks from above to the rocks alongside. Hand with 
ƴƛƳōǳǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀōƻǾŜ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 
horns, along with the fire representing zeal or dedication. 
 
 

 

Middle Panel: Shows two priests with a sacrificial animal, behind 
which the Ark of the Covenant can be seen behind the opened 
curtains, where parts of the guarding golden cherubim are visible.  
Verse:  He shall lay his hand upon the bullƻŎƪΩǎ head. (Exodus 29:10 ) 

 

Bottom panel Refers to Abraham who lived 500 years before Moses. 
aŜƭŎƘƛȊŜŘŜƪ άtǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ŀƭŜƳέ ŀƴŘ άtǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘ DƻŘέ 
offers bread and wine. The figure of Melchizedek points upward --- a 
foreshadowing of the New Covenant.  
±ŜǊǎŜΥ ά!ƴŘ aŜƭŎƘƛȊŜŘŜƪ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƭŜƳ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƛƴŜΦέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ мпΥмуύ 
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ISAIAH 
Isaiah appears with the flame of zeal above his head where the hand 
of God holds tongs with a red hot coal, recalling Isaiah's vision and 
call. (Isaiah 6: 1-9)  
 
 
 
 

 

Middle Panel: Jesus, identified by golden halo and cross is stripped 
and bound to a post. Stone wall and barred window suggest prison, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ wƻƳŀƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ōȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƻǳǊƎŜ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘΦ ±ŜǊǎŜ άIŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŘŜǎǇƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦ ! Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǎƻǊǊƻǿǎΧέ  όLǎŀƛŀƘ роΥоύ 
 
 

 

Bottom panel A woman appears to sit on an open flower, holding a 
small child identified as Jesus by halo and red cross.  Two men 
nearby kneel in worship. 
 ±ŜǊǎŜΥ  ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ 
WŜǎǎŜΧέ   όLǎŀƛŀƘ ммΥмύ 
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JEREMIAH 
Jeremiah appears with fire of dedication and a circle with hand and 
extended finger pointing. He stands with hands uplifted in horror.  
He is surrounded by devastation: the temple, nation, and land. His 
message is one of personal responsibility. 
 
 

 

Middle Panel: An Assyrian soldier with sword approaches an Israelite 
family, who wait helplessly. 
±ŜǊǎŜΥ άΦΦΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƴŜΦέ  όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ мсΥпύ  
 
 

 

Lower Panel: Picture of idolatry-- a boy waves a sensor of incense, 
smoke rings ascend, a green snake (symbol of evil) issues from the 
mouth of one of his companions.  
±ŜǊǎŜΥ άLƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴ ƛƴŎŜƴǎŜ and ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻŘǎΦέ  
(Jeremiah 40:4 3) 
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AMOS 
Amos, a rural laboring prophet whose ministry occurred before both 
Jeremiah and Isaiah, stands in hilly, green country, where sheep 
graze, holding tools in his hands, with the zeal of dedication over his 
head. Dark sky and lightning cast a pall on the scene. 
 
 
 
 

 

Middle Panel: A couple runs from overwhelming disaster 
(earthquake). 
±ŜǊǎŜΥ άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ǳǇƻƴ WǳŘŜŀΧέ  ό!Ƴƻǎ нΥрύ  
 
 

 

Bottom Panel: David with harp and crown is hanging on a beam or 
stone that has fallen. He looks at the second figure identified as 
Christ by halo and red cross, who seems to be assisting (raising) him. 
±ŜǊǎŜΥ ά{ŜŜƪ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜΦΦέ ό!Ƴƻǎ рΥмпύ 
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DAVID 
David, King of Israel stands in kingly pose with the flame of zeal 
above his head, and two anointing or bestowing hands suggesting 
his special relationship to God. 
 
 

 

Middle Panel: Samuel anointing David. Crown and crest are symbols 
of royalty. Small beam shines from crest and attracts attention to 
the vague shape of two crosses. Reference to another king?  
Verse: ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ .Ŝ ƘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦΦέ  
(Psalms 118:26) 
 
 

 

Bottom Panel: David's regal splendor--a kingly crown, scepter in left 
hand, and an ƻǊō ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ōŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘ 
and the rainbow behind.  
±ŜǊǎŜΥ ά¢Ƙȅ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƻǳ ŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎΦέ 
(II Samuel 7:18) 
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DANIEL 
Daniel, with flame of zeal and dove flying toward him, stands in 
thoughtful pose with prayer shawl on his head. 
 
 

 

Middle Panel: Recalls the story of the fiery furnace. (Daniel 3:28) 
ά¢ƘŜ Dod of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego has sent his angel 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΦέ 
(No verse given on this panel)  
 
 

 

Bottom Panel: Daniel stands among the lions. 
±ŜǊǎŜΥ άhǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǳǎΦέ ό5ŀƴƛŜƭ оΥмтύ 



Source: Windows Sermon Series, First Presbyterian Church Kirkwood by The Rev Dr. Lewis R. Thomas, Pastor, The Rev. Mrs. Leslie M. Piper, 

Associate Pastor, The Rev. Mr. Robert E. Slater, Associate Pastor - January - April 1995                                                         Page 8 
 

 

 

 
 

THE CHRIST WINDOW 
The Christ Window dominates, in position, color and design; the red 
and blue ribbons joining the other windows which end at the center 
panel enhance the compelling focus towards this central panel. 
.ŜƘƛƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƴƎƭŜ ǊŜǇresents the Trinity, while the 
circle symbolizes eternity. The white dove, symbol of the Holy Spirit, 
is released from his breast and he is standing upon the green shape 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ  
VersŜΥ ά.ȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǾŜŘΦΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ нΥуύ  
 
ά¢Ƙƻǳ Ƙŀǎǘ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘΦέ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ нΥуύ ¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ 
green serpent draped over the wooden cross symbolizes Christ's 
victory over sin ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ά!ƴŘ ŀǎ aƻǎŜǎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
the wilderness so must the Son of Man be lifted up that whoever 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ όWƻƘƴ оΥмп-15 Numbers 21:9) 

 

Three red stars of hope lighten a dark sky in the background, and 
two human figures plead in the foreground. They sit or kneel 
beneath the cross with arms uplifted. Perhaps dwellers in Satan's 
fiery realm, Adam and Eve, or you and I. They hope, and there is 
reason for their hope: they plead and there is reason for their 
pleaŘƛƴƎΦ όwƻƳŀƴǎ сΥноύ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƎƛŦǘ 
ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΦέ  

 

A large, circular blue plate below these figures forms the 
background for the cross. Inside the blue plate, three diagonal light 
lines cross and may suggest the Trinity. The yellow circle imposed on 
the cross reminds the onlooker that God is eternal---without 
beginning or end. The heart aflame signifies intense devotion. 
Notice the tip of the spear near the heart which is wounded and 
from which blood flows. This appears to be held upon a chalice, 
ŜƳōƻǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎΦ όaŀǊƪ мпΥнпύ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
covenant which is poured out for many.  
±ŜǊǎŜǎΥ άLƴ ƘƛƳ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ tŜŀŎŜΦΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ нΥмпύ ŀƴŘ όWƻƘƴ оΥмсύΣ CƻǊ 
DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΦΦέ 
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MATTHEW 
Matthew stands in quiet dignity as he contemplates the Hand of 
God, which is before and above him, beckoning. Matthew's gospel is 
a book of beginnings concerned with Old Testament prophesies 
fulfilled, the lineage of Christ, and details especially significant to 
Jewish Christians  
 
 

 

Middle Panel: The Holy Spirit descends as a dove upon Mary who is 
ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ DƻŘϥǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ άIŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мΥнмύ  
 
 

 

Bottom Panel: Presents the birth of Christ through the three wise 
man who follow the star. 
±ŜǊǎŜΥ άΦΦCƻǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦέ 
(Matthew 2:2) 


