FIRST PRESBYTERIAN OF

KIRKWOOD

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

August 30, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

We are called to be a welcoming and supportive community
whose inspiring worship of God encourages everyone to deepen their faith
and to respond to the needs of the world with the compassion of Christ.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

Chiming of the Hour

We encourage you to quiet your minds and hearts for worship at this time.

Welcome and Announcements
Sign the Friendship Register at the end of your pew and pass it to your neighbor.

Organ Voluntary Elegy George Thalben-Ball

WE ADDRESS OURSELVES TO GOD

*Call to Worship

Leader: At every new beginning, God meets us with grace.

People: We bring our hopes, our questions, and the future we cannot yet see.
Leader: God works through ordinary lives and everyday acts of love.

People: No faithful step is ever wasted.

Leader: God welcomes the overlooked and gathers strangers into family.
People: In God's unfolding story, there is room for all.

Leader: Come, let us trust the One who sees beyond this moment.

People: With courage and hope, let us worship God.

*Hymn Our God, Our Help in Ages Past Hymn #687

Stanzas 1and 2: all Stanza 3: low voices Stanza 4:all Stanza 5: high voices Stanza 6: all

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Faithful God, we confess that we often judge people and possibilities only
by what we can presently see. We overlook quiet courage, undervalue
ordinary faithfulness, and protect our security when love asks us to make
room for someone else. We allow labels such as stranger and outsider to
limit our welcome, and we forget that our smallest choices can shape
another person'’s future. Forgive us. Open our eyes to the grace already at
work around us. Give us courage to take the next faithful step, generosity to
open doors for others, and trust that no act of steadfast love is ever wasted.

*Silent Confessions
*Assurance of God’'s Grace

*Response to Confession We Are Forgiven Hymn #447
We are forgiven. Thanks be to God.



*The Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us share that peace with one another.

Blessing of the Backpacks
All children are invited to come forward with their backpacks.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Readin Ruth 4:1-12; Pew Bible, O.T., pg. 243
P g

Leader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem Sing to the Lord With Joy John Carter
Sing to the Lord with joy! Enter His gates with thanksgiving!
Come to Him with a song! For we are His sheep. He cares for us each day.
His love never ends, and He will show us the way. Sing to the Lord with joy!
Enter His gates with thanksgiving! Come to Him with a song!
For He is the Lord, we bless His holy name. His promise is sure,
He'll always be the same.

Scripture Readin Ruth 4:13-22; Pew Bible, N.T., pg. 244
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Leader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon More Than You Can See
Rev'd Gary Noonan

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*Hymn We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight Hymn #817

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Offertory Sentences

Offertory Bell Anthem Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring JS Bach/arr. K. McChesney

Prayer of Dedication

WE DEPART TO SERVE THE LORD
*Closing Hymn O Sing to the Lord Hymn #637

*Benediction
Choral Response Threefold Amen traditional Danish

Organ Voluntary Our God, Our Help in Ages Past Fred Swann
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